THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
· The UK comprises four historical parts – England Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 

· Together England, Scotland and Wales constitute GB 

· GB is larger of two islands 

· Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland constitute second island - Ireland 

· Its areas is of about 244 000 square miles 

· About 60 miliones people live in the UK

· A  lot of ethnic groups live there, for example immigrants from British colonies, Greeks, Russians, Poles, …

· The smaller islands include the Isle of Wight, the Isles of Scilly, the Orkneys, the Hebrides, the Shetlands and the Channel Islands.

· In the north and east sides the isles are bordered by the North Sea and the west is bordered  by the Irish Sea and the Atlantic Ocean.

· To the south is the English Channel which separates England from France.

Hills

· The  highest peak Ben Nevis is a part of the Scottish Highlands, the highest moutains in the British  Isles. 

· The highest moutain in Wales is Snowdon, which lies in the Cambrian Mountains.

· The Cheviot Hills 

· the Pennines (it is central part of Northern England)

· Exmoor 

· Dartmoor 

Lakes and rivers

· Scotland is also noted for its lochs (lakes).

· Much of the west coast of the country is intersected by Sea Lochs, the longest of which, is Loch Fyne.

· Notable freshwater lochs include Loch Ness which is located in the North of Scotland.

· The biggest lake in the British Isles is Lough Neagh in Northern Ireland.

· The largest rivers in GB are the Thames, The Severn, The Trent 

Weather

· The climate in the UK is mild but always unpredictable and is largely determined by that of the eastern Atlantic.

· Climate is modified by the warm Gulf Stream in the UK. 

· The winter can be snowy in the north.

· For tourists, the summer is the best season with longer daylight and generally fine weather, not  too hot for travelling.

· March, April, May and June are considered to be the driest months of year.

Counties

· The UK is divided into areas called counties.

· There are 46 of them in England, 8 in Wales and 6 counties are to be found in Northern Ireland.

· The UK does not include the Isle of Man (which lies between GB and the island of Ireland) and the Channel Islands 

History of the UK

· One of the most important kings was William, the “Conqueror“. He was Duke of Normandy.

· The other famous sovereign was Henry VIII. He had six wives. He had only two children – Edward and Elizabeth, who become an outstanding queen of England.

· Elizabeth I, the Virgin Queen (because she refused to get marry).

· Queen Victory was other outstanding queen of England.

The government

· The UK is constitutional monarchy

· The Monarch ( queen or king) is a head of state and formally the head of executive and judiciary.

· The Prime minister is a head of government 

· The Parliament consists of two houses – House of Lords and House of Commons 

· The house of commons is lawmaking body and the house of lords is made up of the Lords Spiritual and the Lords Temporal 

· The Prime minister is appointed by the Monarch 

The capitals

· London is the capital of GB and Northern Ireland and largest city in the British Commonwealth.

· London offers a wealth of interest – from historic buildings, museums and the galleries to ceremonies, parks, restaurants and shops.

· It has a population of about seven milion.

· It is known as the green capital because it has many large parks.

· Another  interesting part of London is the City, where many of England´s banks and money exchanges have their offices.

· Also the other countries of the UK have their own capitals: Wales (Cardiff), Scotland (Edinburgh), Northern Ireland (Belfast)

Flag

· The Union Flag or Union Jack, as it is often called, combines the St. George´s Cross (England), with St. Andrew´s Cross (Scotland) and St. Patrick´s Cross (Wales).

· The use of the words Union Jack should only be applied when the flag is flying at the bows of a Royal Navy  ship.

· Wales and Northern Ireland have separate National Flags. 

The currency

· The currency is based on the unit of the pound sterling. 

· This is symbolized by £.

· The pound sterling is an important currency in the international money market.

Places of interest

· Canterbury – The spiritual center of the Church of England. The destinace of travellers in the Canterburry Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer 

· Stonehenge – is Prehistoric monuments – circles of huge stones 

· Bath – a health spa with warm springs use since Roman times 

· Oxford – is the oldest university in the UK

· Hadrian‘s wall 
· Loch Ness – A legendary monster called Nessei is said to live in the lake 

· LIangollen – a famous festival of dance and music

· Giant‘s Causeway – a natural wonder of the northern coast, a causeway formed by hexagonal columns of basalt rock
